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Last May, the Democratic Leadership Council held its
national convention in Cleveland, Ohio, and several of us here
tonight were a part of our state's delegation. I was impressed by
the broad range of Democrats participating in that convention.
The DLC is a group of Democrats clearly concerned about the
success of our Party and the direction of our nation.
That gathering in Cleveland, attended by people ranging from
local activists to national leaders, has played a big role in all
of us being here tonight. We recognize the need to search for
ways to bring home to the American people the values that our
country is about.
The DLC is an example of the strength of the Democratic
Party, and is a challenge to get all of us to recognize the need
for new solutions and new directions for the future. Without the
spark of new ideas that the DLC can provide, our Party may not
overcome past defeats along the road to the White House.
I. THE PROBLEM: IRRELEVANT POLITICS
Fifteen years ago next month, the last Democrat was elected
to the White House. It is not an anniversary to celebrate but a
date to mourn. We Democrats have not had such a dry spell in
winning the presidency in more than 60 years.
Republican dominance in presidential campaigns does not mean
that Americans believe the GOP has the best policies for this
nation. It means that Democrats have.failed to convince people
that we can best lead this nation.
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Of course, we cannot discard the past. But, rather than
looking to the past for answers, Democrats must look to the past
for inspiration. When America faced the Depression, Franklin
Roosevelt put us back to work; when America came home from World
War II, Harry Truman kept our economy growing; when America began
to realize the perils of nuclear war, John F. Kennedy sought arms
control; when America cried out for justice for all, Lyndon
Johnson ushered in civil rights; when the world faced war in the
Middle East, Jimmy Carter brought us peace.
Our heritage as Democrats is to respond to the needs of our
citizens, react to their concerns, and make government relevant
to their lives.
Today, too many Americans find politics and the workings of
government irrelevant. They are angry, and rightfully so, that
the greatest nation on earth cannot house or feed all of its
people, cannot provide its citizens with good paying jobs or
affordable health care, cannot properly educate our children or
tend to the needs of our elderly.
I am not talking about just those people who are unemployed
or living on a minimum wage. I am talking about the middle class,
people with jobs and careers and incomes; people who pay taxes to
the government but see little in return; people who are losing
faith in the American dream that their children will have a
better life than they do.
This anger raises questions that demand answers. How can
people love their country if their government does not show
compassion or concern? How can democracy thrive where people hate
politics?
John Adams, back in 1814, warned our new nation that
"democracy never lasts long. It soon wastes, exhausts, and
murders itself." We can no longer waste our efforts on
meaningless politics, exhaust our energy on wasteful debate, and
murder our hope for the nation's future. Rather, we must turn
politics and government back into a positive force.
We must prove that John Adams was wrong. We must prove that
democracy can last. And with hard work, it will!
II. THE SOLUTION: RENEWING AMERICA'S COMPETITIVE EDGE
If we are to turn around our nation's attitude towards
politics, then we must work to turn around our commitment to
public service. But, public service is about more than just
holding office; it is about participating in democracy; it is
about commitment. Public service begins around the kitchen table
discussions of American homes and in the classrooms of our
schools, continues through the voting booth and extends all the
way to the Oval Office.
2
As Democrats, we must rediscover a broad-based economic
policy that doesn't foist the burdens of our poorest citizens on
to the backs of the middle class. We must continue to care for
those who are not well off, but we are not going to win
elections, and we're certainly not going to lead this nation by
ignoring the needs of everyone else.
From tax reform for working families to teaching our
children to caring for our sick, we must resolve to take a broad
stroke at a domestic policy that does not overlook the needs and
concerns of the vast majority of Americans who are middle class.
Montana has the people, the resources, and the will to make
sure our state's economy is capable of meeting the needs of all
our people, regardless of where they stand on the economic
ladder. Montana has strong schools and universities, to give
young people the start they need to get ahead -- we must continue
forward in our commitment to education. Montana has a wealth of
resources to create jobs, from our farms and ranches to our
towering forests -- we must continue to protect the job
opportunities that our land presents. Montana has the capacity to
pursue new technologies, from the bioscience center at Montana
State University to the MHD energy research facility in Butte --
we must continue to pursue opportunities for the future. Montana
has recognized the importance of the global market in our state's
economy -- we must continue to pursue trade with our neighbors
around the world.
Our national policies must not divide us, but bring us
together. The whole is in fact greater than the sum of its parts.
For example, here at home we have been waging a war of the
wilderness for many years. On the one hand, we have the interest
of protecting and preserving our environment. On the other hand,
we must also protect and preserve the jobs the our resources
provide. To meet that goal, I recently introduced a roadless
lands bill for our state that I believe is in the best interest
of this state. It has been endorsed by every major paper in
Montana, and will have a hearing in Washington a week from
Tuesday. My bill will allow multiple-use, such as timber
production and recreation, for much of our state's wilderness,
while saving those most pristine lands for future generations.
This bill is a solid compromise and a sound policy that will put
this debate behind us, and do the most good for the most people
in Montana.
To help care for the health of Americans, it is time that
health care is made more affordable and available. From prenatal
care for infants to long-term care for the elderly, the "health"
of this nation can be measured in large part by the health of it
citizens. We cannot continue to progress with a health care
system that is too costly for working people, and too costly for
small businesses, let alone one that provides no health care for
37 million of our nation's citizens.
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Here in our state, we also face the crisis of available
health care at even the most fundamental level. Eight counties
have no physicians;.eighteen counties have no doctor to deliver
babies; thirty counties are designated as "health professional
shortage areas;" and, our state has no medical school. Sadly,
this situation is not unique to Montana but can be found in
virtually every rural state in the nation.
These issues are the "bread and butter" for average
Americans. They are what determine our standard of living, give
hope to our children and provide care for our elderly. These are
the issues that will bring politics home again for Americans, and
touch their lives. George Bush is concerned about these issues
too -- but apparently only if they take place in the Soviet Union
or the Mideast or Central America.
As Democrats, we must certainly come up with policies that
will make America competitive in the world market, a market that
is increasingly competitive. Competition is our greatest
incentive for progress, and is what leads us to become more
productive and more innovative. To boost the economy and create
more jobs, it is time that we work to make sure management
understands the needs of workers, and that workers understand the
'demands on management. We can no longer be entirely pro-jobs and
anti-business on the one hand, or pro-business and anti-labor on
the other. Our economic stakes are planted in cooperation at the
work place and competition in the marketplace.
As the world grows more and more interdependent, we must
make sure that our nation is capable of leading the world's
economy. I don't mean a close second, or even a co-equal. I mean
the leader! Whether it is our neighbors in Canada, the nations of
Asia, or the European Community, America's economy can be
affected by the policies of other countries as much as the
policies of our own. That is why we must continue to push for
free and fair trade -- to keep the doors of opportunity open to
the world market but make sure that those doors open to a level
field for trade between nations. We can no longer let other
nations take advantage of our basic good American generosity.
International trade, the economy and competition must be
linked together, so that they form a chain by which our nation
can pull itself back into position as the world's number one
economic power.
But if we are to meet our needs at home while renewing our
competitive edge around the globe, then we must look up for
solutions and not down at problems; we must look forward to the
future and not back at the past; we must look past old solutions
and towards new ideas.
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As Democrats, it is time that we cross the hurdle to new
ideas. If the Democratic Party is afraid to try new ideas, we
cannot lead this nation into the future. If we are to move this
nation forward, then we must look to the lessons of the past. If
we are to foster the growth of innovative approaches, we must notstifle them with ancient litmus tests.
III. IT'S TIME TO END DIVISIVENESS
But we cannot move forward so long as our politics remain
divisive. New ideas cannot become new policy when we run
campaigns that pit "us" against "them," the "haves" versus the
"have nots." Don't get me wrong--partisanship is a good and
healthy part of the political process; it provides a forum by
which we can air our differences. But self-serving partisanship,
the kind that has driven our national campaigns during the past
decade, is what causes the public to be weary of politics.
For too long politics has been a battle of labels, with
conservatives trying to turn liberal into a dirty word and vice-
versa. It is a battle that might be of interest to political
insiders, but it has little relevance to ordinary Americans.
The people of this nation are not interested in meaningless
political labels, they are interested in meaningful public
policy. They are not interested in what you are called, but in
what you're about. They are not interested in whether you are a
conservative or a liberal, but in whether you will stand up and
fight for their interests.
We know we can win elections -- just look at our success
from the state legislatures to the Congress. But we need to
implement our new ideas and prove to the people that we want to
help them meet their needs, we want to make government a relevant
part of their lives and a positive tool to make this country
better.
IV. THE ELECTION OF '92
One thing is certain, and we must not forget as we head into
1992, is that the Republicans have been leading this nation in
the wrong direction. The Republicans have tried to lift our
rhetoric and steal our heroes (when was the last time you heard a
Republican candidate quote Nixon or Hoover), but they will never
grasp the problems and concerns of the majority of Americans.
It is up to us to run hard and strong and proud as
Democrats. We must take no voter for granted and leave no attack
unanswered in pursuing victory at the polls. 1992 is going to be
a critical year in American politics, especially here in the
West. Not only are we faced with a presidential election, but
the stakes are high in campaigns for congress.
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And here in Montana, we are going to see what will be one of
the nation's toughest campaigns for Congress. The Republicans are
going to throw out everything they have in an attempt to beat Pat
Williams. It is up to you and me to make sure they don't get away
with it. Pat has fought long and hard for the best interests of
everyone in Montana. Next November, when the votes are counted, I
want to make sure that Pat is still my colleague out in
Washington.
1992 presents the Democratic Party with many opportunities,
not the least of which is winning the White House. Yes, you
heard me right -- we Democrats can win the White House. If
Ronald Reagan was the Teflon president, then George Bush is going
to be the Magnet president, because we are going to stick him
with the problems he's created.
The American people are wary of the Republicans' double
standards. They attacked "welfare queens" but bailed out the
savings and loans. They promised to cut taxes but raised them for
working families. They pledged to give people choices in their
lives but took choice away from poor women. They called for a
"color blind society" but have run on the politics of race. They
spoke of fiscal responsibility but ran up historic deficits. They
invoked morality but skirted ethics.
The Republicans, for all their flowery rhetoric about
themselves and vicious attacks towards 'Democrats, have failed to
lead this nation toward the next century and have broken their
promises to the American people.
V. CONCLUSION
But, if our Party is to move this nation forward then we
need to challenge the status quo with the same fervor with which
we are going to challenge Republicans. In a sense, we face two
campaigns in 1992: the contest of winning elections and the
challenge of winning a new and better direction for this country.
The Democratic Leadership Council, here in Montana and
acro-s the nation, can serve as the spark to ignite a new
direction for our Party. It is a spark that we must use with
care. We don't want to burn down and destroy what we have stood
for, but rather provide light and energy for where we hope to go.
And where do we as Democrats hope to go? What kind of
America is it that we strive for? It should be a place where our
children can grow up with hope and our elderly can grow old with
dignity; a place where people have dreams that are achievable,
not goals that are unreachable; a place where a person's health
is cared for because of their need, not because of their wealth;
a place where education is a right of all, not a privilege of the
rich; a place where future generations can live a better life
than past generations; a place which we all can call home and
live as family.
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Achieving that kind of America will take hard work. The path
leading to it will be lined with difficulties that do not always
provide for the quickest solutions or the most politically
expedient answers. But it is the kind of America that we must
strive for, not because it will be easy, but simply because it is
the right thing to do.
As Thomas Jefferson said: "Democracy is cumbersome, slow and
inefficient, but in due time, the voice of the people will be
heard and their wisdom will prevail."
It is up to us to prove that Thomas Jefferson was right.
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